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PATv V COOPERATION TREATY ■ 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 
(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Comnnis^ner 

1 1^ nonprtmpnt nf nnmmercfi 

United States Patent and Tradennark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


DatB of mailing (day/mo nth/year) 

15 January 2001 (15.01.01) 




International application No. 
PCT/ITOO/00227 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
46625 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

05 June 2000 (05.06.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
09 June 1999 (09.06.99) 


Applicant 

□'AFRICA, Antonino et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

I X| in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

14 November 2000 (14.11.00) 



I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X| was 

j I was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The Intemational Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 








34, chemin des Colombettes 


Juan Cruz 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 






Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) ' * 
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Copy for the Elected Office (EOAJS) 
PATEy )C00PERATI0N TREATY "^"i 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


To: 

MANNUCCI, Gianfranco 
Via della Scala, 4 

1 CA100 ClrAM^A 

\-o\j\Zo rirenze 
ITALIE 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
15 January 2001 (15.01.01) 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 

46625 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application Nol 
!'CT/IT00/00227 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
05 June 2000 (05.06.00) 



1. The following Indications appeared on record concerning: 
Px] the applicant X the inventor [j^ the agent 



I I the common representative 



Name and Address 

SARTORI, Massinno 
Vlale Marelli, 152 
1-20099 Sesto S. Giovanni 
Italy 



State of Nationality 
IT 



State of Residence 
IT 



Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 

the address | | the nationality | | the residence 



□ 



the person 



□ 



the name 



Name and Address 

SARTORI, Massinno 
Via del Faggio 222 
1-22060 Carinnate, 
Como 
Italy 



State of Nationality 
IT 



State of Residence 
IT 



Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 

I X[ the receiving Office 

[ I the International Searching Authority 

I X| the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



I I the designated Offices concerned 
I X[ the elected Offices concerned 
I I other: 





The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

Juan Cruz 
Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) ^ 



003772342 
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PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIO N REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
46625 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Fomi PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 


Intemattonal filing date (day/month/year) 


Prioritjr date (day/month/year) 


PCT/ITOO/00227 


05/06/2000 


09/06/199^^ 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
A61N1/32 




Applicant 

□'AFRICA, Antonino et al. 




~ < 

g s o 
1 



~r This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Pri^inary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, I.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 



II 


□ 


III 


IS 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 




VIII 


□ 



citations and explanations suporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects In the International application 
Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
14/11/2000 


Date of completion of this report 
05.12.2001 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

^ European Patent Office 
igl) D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer /^^**^***^*^ 

KCDRBER.C. f ^ )) 
Telephone No. +49 89 2399 2278 ^--Sss-^ 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/ITOO/00227 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-7 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-18 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/5-5/5 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fumished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/ITOO/00227 



□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as If (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
S claims Nos. 12-18. 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination {specity): 



□ the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements belov\^ or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed {specify): 



□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

IS no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 12-18. 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 

Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 4-6,10,11 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-Vlll, Sheet 2) (July 1998) 
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International application No. PCT/ITOO/00227 



No: 



Claims 



1-3.7-9 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

Vil. Certain defects in the internationai appiication 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 {Boxes l-VIII. Sheet 3) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/ITOO/00227 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document cited in the ISR: 

D1: US-A-5 328 452. 

1 . Document D1 discloses a device for the transdermal administration of an active 
compound, comprising a current generator (38) and at least one pair of electrodes 
(20, 30) for application to a patient, one of which must be suitable for holding a 
vehicle (12) containing the active compound, wherein that said generator 
generates a one-way current between said electrodes which is modulated in 
amplitude by a modulator of a periodic nature (Fig. 2A, reference numeral 48; col. 
4, I. 38-45). It should be noted that the wording of the claim does not exclude an 
intermittent generation of other waveforms such as 56 and 62 shown in Fig. 2A. 

Accordingly, the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2. Dependent claims 2-1 1 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Articles 33(2) and (3) PCT), the reasons 
being as follows: 

2.1 The features of dependent claims 2 (see D1 , Fig. 2B), 3 (A in Fig. 2A), 7(Fig. 2B), 
8 (col. 4, I. 44) and 9 (col. 4, 1. 55-56) are also known from D1 . 

2.2 The features defined in claims 4-6 are standard type of waveforms routinely 
applied in iontophoresis. The subject-matter of claims 1 0 and 1 1 consists in the 
selection of specific values of the modulator frequency and the current maximum, 
respectively, which cannot be regarded as inventive since they do not present any 
unexpected effects or properties. 

Re Item VII 
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Certain defects in the international application 

1 . The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

2. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. 

3. The vague and imprecise statement in the description on p. 6, I. 30-31, implies 
that the subject-matter for which protection is sought may be different to that 
defined by the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used 
to interpret them (see also the PCT Guidelines, lll-4.3a). 
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